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SUCCESS! 
 

The White-tailed Kites that began nesting at Rio 
Bosque in February had a spring and summer filled 
with failed nesting attempts, but they never gave up.  
In June, the female began sitting on her third nest.  
As August moved into September, she was still 
there.  We feared the eggs must be infertile, her 
efforts in vain.  We were wrong.  On Sept. 16, 2 
downy young birds began poking their heads above 
the rim of the nest!  They are now growing rapidly 
and should fledge in mid-October.     
 

SUCCESSION 
 
Rio Bosque Wetlands Park offers excellent oppor-
tunities to learn about the processes that shape 
ecosystems.  Especially evident is ecological 
succession, the gradual process through which 
ecosystems change and develop over time.    
 
As they live, grow and reproduce, organisms interact 
with and affect the environment in an area, gradually 
changing it.  As the conditions change, the existing 
species may be displaced by a different set of 
species better adapted to the new conditions.   
 
In 1997, much of the Rio Bosque landscape was 
disturbed during construction of the wetland project 
at the site.  Large areas were cleared of vegetation 

and set back to an early stage of succession.  First to 
colonize these disturbed areas were opportunistic 
plants that grow quickly, produce lots of seeds and 
are especially adept at colonizing open, bare 
landscapes.   Leading the charge was tumbleweed, or 
Russian thistle.   
 
One such area extends north from the park’s visitor 
center.  Largely barren right after construction, it 
soon became choked each 
summer with tumbleweeds 
…big tumbleweeds.  Just a 
few years ago, volunteers 
working in this area were 

Friends of the Rio Bosque Membership Application 
 

 ___ Bosque Buddy (12 and under) ........$6 
Name: ___ Student or ___ Senior (62+)......... $10 
______________________________________ 



http://www.riobosque.org/

