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COTTONWOOD CORRIDOR 
 

As part of the City of El Paso’s stormwater master 
plan, El Paso Water Utilities (EPWU) recently 
deepened two stormwater basins in El Paso’s 
Mission Valley – Basin G and Feather Lake II.  At 
each site, many young Rio Grande cottonwoods had 
become established in the areas to be deepened and 
were to be removed as part of the projects.   
 
Now, we hope to see them live on – at Rio Bosque 
Wetlands Park!  Thanks to EPWU, we were able to 
harvest 104 cottonwood poles from these two sites 
before the construction started.  We cut the poles in 
January while the trees were dormant, brought them 
to Rio Bosque, augered holes into the water table 
and planted the poles in January and February.   
 
We planted the poles along the first half mile of the 
re-built former bend of the Rio Grande that winds 
through the park.  With water from the park’s new 
well, we can keep that stretch of channel wet inter-
mittently in spring and summer, greatly improving 
prospects for the trees’ survival.   
 
The trees recently leafed out, and we’re now nursing 
them through their critical first growing season.  
Over the next decade, we hope to see a lush cotton-
wood corridor develop along this stretch of channel.  
Thanks go to EPWU, both for making the trees 

available and for providing the pump that delivers 
the well water they will need to survive.     
 

PUBLIC ART / PUBLIC ACCESS 
 
As many of you know, Rio Bosque can be hard to 
find and get to.  We have long hoped to establish a 
new main entrance at the park’s southeast corner, 
near the visitor center.  This 
new entrance would provide 
direct, easy access from 
Socorro Road and link Rio 
Bosque with the Mission 
Trail.   

UTEP student Jarvi Ruiz and volunteer judy Ackerman 
auger holes for cottonwood plantings, 10 Feb 2010. 

Friends of the Rio Bosque Membership Application 
 

 ___ Bosque Buddy (12 and under) ........$6 
Name: ___ Student or ___ Senior (62+)......... $10 
______________________________________ ___ Individual .................................... $15 
Address: ___ Family ......................................... $20 
______________________________________ ___ Bosque Booster ........................... $50 
 ___ Cottonwood Commando ...... $75-$249 
______________________________________ ___ Restoration Patron .............$250-$499 
E-mail: ___ Wetlands Society ...............$500-$999 
______________________________________ ___ Life Member ........................... $1,000 
 

Please make checks payable to Friends of the Rio Bosque and mail to:  Friends of the 
Rio Bosque, CERM-UTEP, 500 W. University Ave., El Paso, TX  79968-0684.  

Next Meetings 

Thurs., Apr 22 

Thurs., May 27  

Thurs., June 24 

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

209-A Burges Hall 
UTEP 

Info: 915-747-8663 



http://www.riobosque.org/

