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THE TWO RIO BOSQUES 

you’ll head upstream.  Either way, as you walk along the dry channel, you’ll encounter scattered cottonwoods and willows.  With the temperature rising and the water table dropping, they’re showing 
signs of stress. They are kept alive with water we 
truck to them throughout the growing season.   

Cottonwoods planted three winters ago at Rio Bosque 
are thriving along the portion of the old river bend kept 

wet with water from our well.  Photo: May 17, 2012.   

 
After maybe half a mile, you’ll start to see changes.  
If you are walking downstream, the cottonwoods and 
willows will become much less frequent.  Many will 
be dead.  The few living trees will be in obvious 
decline.  Just two years ago, these trees were lush 
and green, but the ongoing drought is hitting the 
southern part of the park – and the downstream end 
of the old river bend – especially hard.   

If you are walking upstream, the changes after that 
half mile will be altogether different.  First, you’ll 
notice dampness in the channel, then a narrow 
ribbon of water that becomes more substantial as 
you continue upstream.   You’re now walking along 
the portion of the channel kept wet during the 
growing season with water from the park’s well.  
Healthy cottonwoods and 
willows line the banks, 
nourished by the water.  A 
riparian ecosystem is devel-
oping.  A little water makes a 
big difference.   

Friends of the Rio Bosque Membership Application 
 

 ___ Bosque Buddy (12 and under) ........$6 
Name: ___ Student or ___ Senior (62+)......... $10 
______________________________________ ___ Individual .................................... $15 
Address: ___ Family ......................................... $20 
______________________________________ ___ Bosque Booster ........................... $50 
 ___ Cottonwood Commando ...... $75-$249 
______________________________________ ___ Restoration Patron .............$250-$499 
E-mail: ___ Wetlands Society ...............$500-$999 
______________________________________ ___ Life Member ........................... $1,000 
 

Please make checks payable to Friends of the Rio Bosque and mail to:  Friends of the 
Rio Bosque, CERM-UTEP,



http://www.riobosque.org/

