
The	University	of	Texas	at	El	Paso	
Department	of	Computer	Science	

CS	4364/5364:	Information	Retrieval	and	Information	
Visualization	

 

Fall 2021 Syllabus 

Time and Location:  
TR 3:00pm-4:20pm  

QUIN 206 

 

Instructor: Monika Akbar  
Email: makbar@utep.edu 
Phone: 915-747-5883 
Office: CCSB 3.0422 
Office Hours: TBA 
Office Hours Location: TBA 
 

 

Course Objectives: This is an introductory course in information retrieval (IR) and information 
visualization. IR covers theory and practice of information systems such as search engines. Topics 
in IR include models and methods for representing 

appropriate 
visualizations for different types data and for different tasks.  

Prerequisite: None. Although, it is recommended that student has taken Data Structures.  

Book: 
• Introduction to Information Retrieval by Christopher D. Manning, Prabhakar Raghavan, 

and Hinrich Schütze. 2008, Cambridge University Press, ISBN-10: 0521865719, ISBN-
13: 978-0521865715. Available at: https://nlp.stanford.edu/IR-book/  

book free through

 the UTEP library.) 
• Reference books: 

o Web information retrieval by Stefano Ceri, Alessandro Bozzon, Marco Brambilla, 
Emanuele Della Valle, Piero Fraternali, Silvia Quarteroni. Heidelberg.  Springer, 
2013.  (E-book free through the UTEP library.) 

o The Visual Display of Quantitative Information by Edward R Tufte.  
• Additional resources will be available in Blackboard.  

Course Website: Blackboard. 

GRADING	



• 



COURSE	DETAILS	
 
Project: There will be a semester-long group project for the graduate and undergraduate students. 
Students are encouraged to form groups of three to four members --- including both graduate and 
undergraduate students. The instructor will provide a list of potential projects that teams can choose 
from. A team can create their own project too, with approval from the instructor.  
 
The project must have information retrieval and visualization components. The target of the project 
is to deliver a publishable report along with the description of the methodology and full 
experimental results.  
 
Exams: There will be 2 midterm exams and one final exam. All three exams together will weigh 



Individual Resources 
• Military Student Success Center: Assists personnel in any branch of service. 
• Counseling and Psychological Services: Provides a variety of counseling services 

including individual, couples, and group sessions as well as career and disability 
assessments.  

Scholastic Dishonesty: Any student who commits an act of scholastic dishonesty is subject to 
discipline. Scholastic dishonesty includes, but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, 
submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable to another person.   

Cheating is copying from the test paper of another student. Communicating with another 
student during a test to be taken individually. Giving or seeking aid from another student during a 
test to be taken individually. Possession and/or use of unauthorized materials during tests (i.e. crib 
notes,  class notes, books, etc.). Substituting for another person to take a test. Falsifying research 
data, reports, academic work offered for credit.  

Plagiarism is using someone’s work in your assignments without the proper citations.             
Submitting the same paper or assignment from a different course, without direct permission of 
instructors.  

To avoid plagiarism, see: https://www.utep.edu/student-
affairs/osccr/_Files/docs/Avoiding-Plagiarism.pdf   

Collusion is unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing academic 
assignments. 

NOTE: When in doubt on any of the above, please contact your instructor to check if you are 
following authorized procedure. 

 


